Magnetic resonance imaging in the pediatric patient.
Magnetic resonance imaging is an excellent technique for evaluation of pediatric pathology. When combined with other imaging modalities, MRI represents a powerful addition to the radiologist's diagnostic armamentarium. Magnetic resonance imaging has demonstrated great potential for noninvasively characterizing physical and chemical properties of various tissues and in some cases has provided information not available by any other technique. Future developments may result in much faster scan times, better biochemical characterization (magnetic resonance spectroscopy), and improved images. Certainly, the full potential of this extraordinary imaging technique has not been reached. As prospective studies of MRI evolve, this technique will play an increasing role in assessing pediatric disease.